
Cowboys and farmers of America’s Western 
states wore them first in the early 19th Cen-
tury, after Nevada tailor, Jacob Davis, made 
a pair of sturdy workpants that he reinforced 
with rivets. 

These pants proved to be extremely durable 
and soon the demand was so high, that he 
decided to team up with his fabric supplier, 
the San Francisco merchant, Levi Strauss, 
and the rest is history. 
However, the denim cloth itself goes back 
even earlier, to the late 1600s and early 
1700s, where the sturdy material was orig-
inally used to make sails and was made in 

SKINNY JEANS,  high waist or 
low waist jeans, dark blue, 
worn-out or black… 
Jeans have been the most 
essential garment in our 
wardrobe for as long as we 
can remember! 

Nïmes, France. Denim was therefore originally called serge de Nïmes, serge meaning sturdy 
fabric, but was later shortened to “denim”.

Today, jeans are loved and worn by all ages and genders, all over the world. Anthropologist 
and author of the book “Blue Jeans: The Art of the Ordinary”, Daniel Miller, traveled around 
the world to research for his book and in every country he has visited - from the Philippines 
to Turkey, India and Brazil - he stopped and counted the first 100 people to walk by wearing 
jeans. His research showed that almost half the population in each country wore jeans on 
any given day! 

There is no doubt that jeans are a staple. We wear them to work, in our spare time, and 
even on nights out with friends a favorite pair of jeans can save our outfit. Today there are 
countless numbers of different models, styles, embellishments/prints and colors available to 
choose from. Anything goes and everything can be produced!



 
Today, denim jeans can be made out of different fabric blends, (Cotton/Polyester, Cotton/Lycra etc.), but gen-
uine denim jeans are made out of 100% Cotton, including the threads, belt loops, waistband, back panel and 
pockets.

The true blue color of denim comes from the indigo plant, which has been used for dying since 2500 B.C. In the 
early days of denim production, manufacturers imported indigo from India, until the twentieth century, when 
synthetic indigo was developed. 

Other trimmings that are needed to produce jeans include the zipper, snaps, buttons, labels and rivets. Rivets 
are traditionally made of copper, while the zipper, snaps and buttions are usually made from steel. Depending 
on the design company, labels can be embroidered on the fabric or made from cloth, leather or plastic.
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Manufacturing Process
Dyeing and weaving

After the dye process, threads are weaved to create the 
finished denim cloth. The finished denim is now ready to be 
made in to original blue jeans. This process starts at the cut-
tingtable where the denim is layered in stacks of 100 to be 
cut according to patterns. Once cut, the jeans are ready 
to be sewn in assembly-line fashion, using human-operated 
sewing machines, where each sewer is assigned a specific 
function, such as making only back pockets.

 The final process takes care of trimmings and the ap-
perence of the jeans, which could include preshrink or 
stonewash to create a “used” look. A size tag is punched 
into the material and the jeans are folded, stacked, and 
placed in boxes according to style, color, and size before 
being sent to the warehouse for storage.

The production of a pair of denim jeans takes us through 
multiple processes. Unlike other types of cloth, denim is of-
ten woven and dyed at one location. This can have a ben-
eficial impact on parts of the value chain, but it also gath-
ers most of the pollution to one area, and makes it easier to 
improve the production process. 

Before denim becomes jeans, thread must become fabric.  
The incoming cotton is removed from tightly packed bales 
and inspected before undergoing a process known as 
carding. 
Here the cotton is cleaned, straightened and gathered be-
fore it is ready to be dyed. Originally denim was dyed with 
indigo, but today most denim is dyed with synthetich indi-
go.


